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Dissemination Strategy

1

A Dissemination Strategy Document (DSD) has been prepared and is forwarded to
the Project Executive Committee for review, modifications and approval. This
document will be presented to the Project Executive Committee at each ENRIECO
meeting for update and approval.

1.1

Introduction

The partnership is committed to disseminating the expected methodological and
scientific developments and substantive results of this project to a wide user
community of academics, public health departments, and policy makers throughout
Europe (e.g. through stakeholder forum).
Every effort will be made to ensure that the results of the project are made widely
available and accessible to all such user‐groups, including, where feasible, web‐site
access in various languages.
A wide range of dissemination methods will be employed. The list of deliverables
expected from “Work Package 6‐ Dissemination” is specifically designed to promote
and disseminate the results of the work.

1.2

Dissemination Principle and Logic

The principle of dissemination will be to ensure an active dialogue, and to provide
opportunities for exchange of expertise and experience, and transfer of knowledge.
The logic that underlies dissemination procedures is:
•

to be effective, dissemination must be targeted at, and customised to,
specific user groups;
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•

user needs and expectations thus need to be assessed and defined early in
the process, and users need to be involved in identifying and developing
appropriate dissemination strategies;

•

different methods, pathways and media of dissemination need to be used to
reach the different user groups;

•

immediacy is important during the lifetime of the project, to ensure that
interested parties learn about the project in a timely manner – Web‐based
techniques of dissemination are vital in this context;

•

long‐term uptake and use of the project outcomes requires that knowledge
about the project is invested in a wide range of both end users and
intermediate users (e.g. service providers).

•

project participants and core stakeholders will also access the web‐based
content management system set‐up for the project where reports, draft
documents, papers will be posted for comments and contributions.

1.3

Dissemination Tools and Events

1.3.1 ENRIECO Website
An active tiered Website has been set up at www.enrieco.org . This will provide
information on the project, updates on progress and results, and a gateway to other
relevant research. (See Annex 3.1). This interactive website will help to share
information between project partners as well as with the outside world.

1.3.2 ENRIECO Logo
A project Logo is a way to communicate the project’s uniqueness and express
dimensions of its objectives. Three different logos were created by a group of
graphic designers and discussed by partners for their strength and affinity to
ENRIECO’s objectives. The one chosen (Figure 1) was the pomegranate which has
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been known as a symbol of fertility used in the arts, representing the infants and
children of all the birth cohorts participating in this projects.

Figure 1. The ENRIECO Logo chosen

1.3.3 ENRIECO Brochure
We created a Web‐based project brochure announcing the project, and providing
simple information about the project for interested parties. (See Annex 3.2)

1.3.4. Newsletter & Bulletin
A regular Newsletter and Bulletin, will be distributed at months 8 and 20, both via
the Web and, for targeted individuals, in hard copy. This will be aimed at alerting
users to key developments and headline results, events, and personnel involved in
ENRIECO, and to provide links to other related activities (e.g. parallel studies). It will
also provide commentaries on the implications of these developments for policy,
and will invite similar commentaries and reviews from users or other researchers.

1.3.5. Conference Presentations, Posters & Publications
We will publish the ENRIECO findings in leading, international, peer‐reviewed
journals, and also make presentations at major national and international
conferences and symposia (in all the relevant disciplines), in order to disseminate
results to the scientific community. Because of the broad scope and interdisciplinary
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nature of the project, publication will deliberately be aimed at different journals, in
order to access different audiences.
Papers deriving from the study will be aimed at major, peer‐reviewed international
journals in the key fields of interest, including exposure assessment, water,
epidemiological, and public health journals. Papers will also be widely published as
both oral and poster presentations at national and international symposia and
conferences
Scientific publications and presentations at major conferences are aimed at
informing academics. Every effort will be made to ensure that the results of the
project are made widely available and accessible to all such user‐groups.
There have been already 2 presentations related to the ENRIECO project:
•

European Coordination of Birth Cohorts ‐ 2 EC funded projects: ENRIECO &
CHICOS by Martine Vrijheid , Annual Scientific Meeting of the INMA project –
Infancia y MEdio Ambiente (Childhood and Environment). Oviedo, Asturias,
29‐30 June 2009

•

Potential for Collaboration between EUCCONET and other European
Projects by Martine Vrijheid, EUCCONET (European Child Cohort Network)
Workshop on Consent and Network Objectives. Paris, France, February 17‐
18th, 2009

Target journals for scientific publications will include: Nature and Science for high
level, overview papers; Epidemiology, British Medical Journal, Lancet, European
Journal of Public Health and Environmental Health Perspectives for results relating to
environmental epidemiology and public health; Environmental Science and
Technology, Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry and Environmental Pollution
for results relating to environmental monitoring, biomonitoring and environmental
systems; Biostatistics, Statistics in Medicine and Journal of the Royal Statistical
Society for statistical methodologies; and Risk Analysis and Environmental Modelling
and Assessment for more general results on risk assessment methodologies.
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1.3.6 ENRIECO Workshops
We will organize workshops and seminars, at key stages in the project. We have
already organized the 1st ENRIECO kick‐off meeting at month 3 (Barcelona, Spain ‐
28‐29 May 2009). The first workshop brought together the cohort members and
evaluated the inventory and the protocols for the Work Packages (WPs). During the
workshop, working groups were formed to address the topics within WPs 2, 3 and 4
over the following year. Clear objectives were formulated for each working group,
and tasks divided among its members.

1.3.7 Media Awareness
Production of press releases will be made to attract media attention to significant
events and publications. A media day will be organised at the beginning of the 2nd
meeting to attract the interest of media and another one at the time of the Final
Dissemination Material so as to raise public awareness regarding ENRIECO and its
findings.

1.3.8 Publication of materials for the non‐specialist
We will publish on the project’s website materials for the non‐specialist audience, on
the health risks of environmental pollution in Europe, and the role in this on policy,
lifestyle/behaviour etc.

1.3.9 Stakeholders
Stakeholders will be contacted to provide with information on the project on a
regular basis, promote discussion on the topic, attract attention to the project and
receive comments and feed‐back on the progress. We will initially target EC
institutions, WHO, scientists, policy makers, industry and consumer organisations
and ask them to provide us with contact details and input. For example, the
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consortium participants and cohorts members will be asked to provide names and
contact details. We will build on the work from other EC funded projects and
continue their contacts. Others that are interested can provide us with contact
details (at any time during the project). Stakeholders will be provided with the latest
developments of the project, including interim results, publications, event details
and other related projects and results.
We hope that in this way we will create momentum and interest for our final
workshop, for which we will invite all those who have signed up. We do not know at
this stage which Stakeholders will express interest in the project but are hoping for
an equal distribution between different stakeholder groups.
In the long‐run, also, dissemination of the knowledge gained in ENRIECO will be
carried out via involvement of partners in other projects, funded both by the EU and
by national and other international agencies. Many partners are involved in existing
projects, and close collaboration with these will also enable wide‐ranging
dissemination through different communities of scientists and users. In addition, all
partners are active in other research networks and user groups, and these too will
provide important channels for dissemination.
Last but not least, efforts will be made to raise awareness about the project and its
outcomes, and to encourage their use, through the many policy networks with which
partners are involved at national and international level. Inter alia, these include the
various Directorates of the EU, the European Environment Agency and its topic
centres, Members States’ environmental and health ministries, and regional and
local authorities.

1.3.10 The Final Dissemination Material (Deliverable 21)
The final dissemination material due on month 21 of the project will include
scientific papers, summaries of the scientific information for lay people and policy
makers and press releases of the findings.
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2

ENRIECO Dissemination Plan

2.1

Website
•

The website includes a public section and a members’ login area, where each
work package group have their own space to upload reports and documents
in preparation, and will be used an information and dissemination tool
among their members.

•

Continuous update of the website with new ENRIECO reports and partner
publications

•

Continuous update of the links to Birth Cohort Websites and relevant
Research Projects)

•

Establish links with EU activities and other worldwide activities relevant to
ENRIECO’s aim

•

Advertise ENRIECO Events and events by other relevant to ENRIECO research
projects and organizations.

•

Publish Documents in language for lay‐people on Children’s Environmental
Health and links to such documents by major research projects and
organizations.

2.2 Newsletter & Bulletin
A regular Newsletter will be distributed at months 8 and 20, both via the Web and,
for targeted individuals, in hard copy. This will be aimed at alerting users to key
developments and headline results, events, and personnel involved in ENRIECO, and
to provide links to other related activities (e.g. parallel studies). It will also provide
commentaries on the implications of these developments for policy, and will invite
similar commentaries and reviews from users or other researchers.
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The newsletter will reach not only the partners but also an extended variety of
organizations such as academic, research, consumer, regulatory, environmental,
governmental or health‐related organizations. In addition it could reach several
relevant social groups and stakeholders.

2.3

ENRIECO organized events

The 2nd ENRIECO workshop will be organized at month 18 (The Netherlands) and will
be focused on the evaluations and recommendations of the working groups within
each WP, and the presentation and evaluation of the outcomes of the case studies.
The working groups will be asked to present their findings and these will be
discussed during the workshop. The findings recommendations will be aggregated
for the final report, and other means of dissemination. (Part of) the workshop will be
targeted at and opened to both academics and non‐academic user groups such as
public health department, and policy makers. The workshop will be advertised to
relevant communities.

2.4

External events
•

Presentation of ENRIECO in other Newsletters (e.g., EU magazines and
Newsletters, Universities’, Institutions’ newsletters and websites, etc.)

•

ENRIECO Presentations and Posters in Conferences organized by other
projects, associations or organizations.
•

A Poster for ENRIECO will be presented at The Third International
Childhood Cancer Cohort Consortium (I4C) Workshop to be held
during November 16‐17, 2009 at the International Agency for
Research on Cancer, Lyon, France.

•

It will be attempted to present ENRIECO at the European Ministerial
meeting on Environment & Health.
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2.5

Interact with Stakeholders

Contact and establish a dialogue with Stakeholder groups within and beyond the
scientific community to disseminate the projects interim and final results.
At first, aim at disseminating information about ENRIECO and its objectives and built
personal contacts with and within the group, channels though which the ENRIECO
interim and final results will be disseminated.

2.6

Contact with other research Projects

Active contact will be pursued with other EU funded research projects including
CHOCOS, HIWATE, Escape, EnviroGenoMarkers, and other.
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3

Annex
3.1 ENRIECO Website, www.enrieco.org
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3.2 ENRIECO Brochure

“Dissemination Strategy Document” (D8)

Page 13 of 14

ENvironmental Health RIsks in European Birth COhorts

“Dissemination Strategy Document” (D8)

Page 14 of 14

